
Procreate is a powerful digital art app that transforms your iPad into a
dynamic creative tool. With an intuitive interface and an extensive set of

brushes, textures, and effects, it allows artists to sketch, paint, and illustrate
with endless possibilities. This guide will walk you through essential techniques

to help you unlock the full potential of Procreate and bring your digital
artwork to life.

INTRODUCTION TO PROCREATE

MATERIALS TO USE
To get the most out of this workshop, you’ll need:

iPad & Apple Pencil (or compatible stylus) – A pressure-sensitive stylus
makes for a smoother, more natural drawing experience.

Procreate App – Make sure you have Procreate installed and updated on
your iPad.

Reference Material – Images, sketches, or inspiration to work from during
exercises.



SKETCHING & ILLUSTRATION
Procreate offers a variety of brushes and tools designed to make sketching

intuitive and fun:
Use Pencil Brushes – Great for loose, expressive lines and initial sketches.

Work in Layers – Keep sketches separate from refinements for easy
adjustments.

Gesture Controls – Utilize shortcuts like two-finger tap to undo and
three-finger swipe to clear.

PAINTING IN PROCREATE
One of Procreate’s biggest strengths is its ability to mimic traditional

painting techniques:
Blending & Textures – Use soft brushes for smooth blends or textured

brushes for a painterly effect.
Opacity & Pressure Sensitivity – Adjust brush pressure to create depth

and realism.
Color Harmony – Experiment with the color wheel, gradient maps, and

reference layers.



UNDERSTANDING LAYERS & TOOLS
Layers give you full control over your artwork, allowing for easy edits and

refinements:
Blending Modes – Change how colors and textures interact with different

layer effects.
Adjustment Layers – Apply effects like hue/saturation changes, Gaussian

blur, and color corrections.
Selection & Masking – Isolate areas for precise edits and non-destructive

adjustments.

SPECIAL EFFECTS & CUSTOMIZATION
Procreate’s extensive toolset lets you add unique touches to your work:

Custom Brushes – Create or import brushes to match your personal style.
Filters & Textures – Use motion blur, noise, and liquify tools to enhance

your designs.
Lighting & Highlights – Add glow effects and dynamic lighting to make

your artwork pop.



WORKFLOW & CREATIVE PLAY
Procreate is not just about technical skills—it’s a playground for creativity:

Experiment with Time-Lapse – Procreate records your strokes so you can
watch your artwork come to life.

Combine Traditional & Digital Techniques – Scan in hand-drawn sketches
to refine digitally.

FINAL THOUGHTS
Procreate opens up a world of possibilities for digital artists, from

illustrators and designers to hobbyists looking for a fun new way to create. By
mastering its tools and embracing digital play, you’ll develop a workflow that
enhances your creativity and makes art more accessible than ever. The key is

to experiment, explore, and most of all—enjoy the process!

Artwork done in Procreate by Eugene Smith.


